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An bumble Petition of the diſtreſſed PR _ 


.. molt deſtroyed Subjets of ENGLAND, {|| 
. To the Kings moſt Excellent Maj | ef.” 9 28 he 0 


Containing (in the judgement of the wits the. 


very ſcnſe of all the true- hearted of the Kingdome ; My 


' bur becauſe the way to the IKings eare is ſtopt, it was [Far 


co: LonDons there printed , as it is_ 
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Fo the obvious not Geſired Reader, 
14 l 3 o [68 = © 
$+444++ZOOD Friend , We would have you know 

SY QI & |. es 3 <. + . as 

(It this Petition was intended onely for his 

JQOSSS eM ajeſties view, but betanſe plain dea- 
ij + ling is  ſeldome welltakenand bis + M1 a- 
IH je/tie ſo guarded from the Requeſts of his Subjetts, we 


are therefore forced to ſubmit it to your common view, 


| aha #oturne it out , in hope this Majeſty may light of + 


one Copie;and ſertouſly reade it,and lay to heart the di- 


WH /tro ſe of the miſerable: if you cenſure it as the worke of 


Wi /one few diſcontented perſons, Knaw 0u it is the ſenſe 
of or pert of the Kiygdome,andif you will promiſe us 


{ freedome and hopes of ſucceſſe, weliſoone returne it you 


with the hands of 1000000. {f you condemne us for 


If. Jpeaking tooplainly, "= that miſery makes men for- 


Wo | get goo manners;and dying men uſe not complement f 


IWe are in the caſe of the Lepers,.\t we ſix ſtill we pe- 
riſh, therefore we will move in the way of hope, and goe 
in to the King, though it be not according to Law, and 
| if we perith we periſh. Terkno, we will come farre 
8 /hort of the plamneſſe of better perſons and umec, 


2 Sam. 12. 7, rKihg. 18,18, &c, &e, &C. 


Sar me At _— 7 , 
DO CE G7; ERNIE na 
Ea hy ate Fas, WET aa 

q 


© To the Kingr moſt Excellent OHajefi; 


"The humble Petition! of Your diſttcfſed and'- almoſt" 
deftroyed Subjetts of Thir Kingdome of Englatid. © 
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& & out lives ar Your hands, who are bound by the Law 
k $ of Godand nature, and by Your Oath, to preſerve 
TALES $ them, and thar we ſhould be forced toentreat You 
$$ b4+ $$ ro ſpare obr ſtares, liberties, and bloud, whoſe ho- 
nour and ftxengrh depends ſo much on theſe our enjoyments : But 
extremity prevaiterhand drives us to You, and caſteth us here pro- 
rate at the feer of Your Majeftie: And ler not Your Majeſty be of- 
fended,if we ſpeake more plainly then uſually becomerh us; for nie- 
ceflicie hath'no Jaw:lr is forour tives and more,and therefore blame 
us rot tofpeake z our triends,our wives,our children our watits,our : 

dangers, our Countrey, our bloud,do atl picrce our cares and hearts 
with their daily 8 dol. full crycs; Oh that our requeſts could finde 
45 quick accefſe ro Yours! Surely its impoſſibleYour Majeſty ſhould 
be ignorant of thedolefull condition Your two Kingdomesareih; 
Doe You rot know that our houſes are plundered, and the fruit of 
our long Jabovirs taken'from us ; thar mcn who have heretofore re- 
lieved hundreds of the porre, have not lefe them a bed to iye on, 
food to ſuſtain thcm,or a houſe to pirtthcir heads inf And the poore 
they were wont torelieve,zre forced toBecome Souldiers,that they 
may rob us by authoritie. Know You not how many thouſand di- 
ſtreſſed ſoules cry to God day & night, in their anguiſh and miſery, 
while they fee You the Pather of their Countrey, having. no com-. 
paſſion on + hem © Oh *? where is now Your MajeRties ancicnt cle- 
mency 2 You were wont if wc loft our citares by Pyrates, or brit a 
houfe oy ftre, to grant Your gracious Letters Patents for our re-. 
licfe ; but'now Your Souldiers n_ of all, atxl burtie out houſes to 
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the ground, and thisnor onely for obtaining-victory in heat of fighr, 
bur upon deliberation afterwards,as they did at Brimingham in War - 
wickſhire by neerea hundred houſes the nexrday when they left the 
Towne. You were wont torelieve Your Subjes whentakenby Py. 
rates,and njade Gally-flaves;and now the loathſome priſons of 0.x. 
ford,and other places,arefillea with their miſerable, ſtarved,diſeaſed 
bodycs,who(ſome of them)would think themſelves halfe free-men 
were they-Turkiſh Gally- ſlaves ;.ſuch is their cruell uſage. Know 
You not how our Lands lye untilled, while Your Souldiers take our 
horſes by a thouſand at a time © and what can follow this but ex- 
rreame famine £ Know You not how our bloud is ſpilt, 8 the dead 
bodyes of Your Subjects, yea, many of your Nobles ſcattercd as 
dung on the face of the earth 2 Have not youreyes ſeene jr, 8 your 


eares heard the groanes of the wounded, gaſping for life * Is all this 


nothing in your eyes? To whom ſhould your people goe but ro your 
Majeſty inthis our diſtreſſce We have tryed all other known means, 
and profcile inthe ſight of God, we krow none but your Majeſtie, 
under God, that can deliver us without more bloud and deſolation 
and the world knows ic.is in your bands, you may doe it if-you will ; 
and doe it eafily,and doe it with iacreaſe of your honour, ſafety,and 


happines. Whar ific were to part with ſomething of your righr, yer 


ſhould nor your Majeſty doe itto ſave the life of your people, from 
whom, and'for whoſe good, You firſt received it 2 

Dread Soveraigne, We befecch You conſider,what hath your Par- 
liament and people done, that defervesall this from You * Is ir be- 
cauſe your Parliament relieved us from oppreſſing Courts, and ille. 
g4l| taxations? Was it not withyour own conſent?and is it not your 
glory, to be King ofa rich and free people? Is _ they proſe- 
cure Delinquents?: Why,to what end are your Courts of Juſtice els? 
and are not they your chiefeſt Court £ And can theſe be friends to 
You,and worth the defending,rhat arc enemies to your Kingdoms? 
For your Forts and Navy. are they not yours for your Kingdomes 
good 2 And is not. your Parliament, the Kingdome repreſentative > 
We know your Majeſty cannot mannage them in your own perſon, 
bur by your Miniſters, and thoſe choſen by Counſcll; and can Yon 
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with ic, till abſolure neceſſitie conſtrained; trill they faw 1rclardin re- 
bellion,the'rebells threatning Zagland,the ſame ſpirits as malignant 
and active at home,and their. own lives and:the Kingdome in-preſent 
apparent jeopardy, and your Majeſties conſent totheir Bill denyed- 
We cannot but fee the ſame Counſells ſerting your Majcſty againſt 
your Parliament now, which cauſed their. ſo long diſcontinuance; 
which cauſed the Ship-modey, and other illegall raxations; which 
cauſed the late innovations in Church and State , which cauſed the 
warre with Scotland,which broke up th: laſt Parliament, and cauſed 
that inyective Declaration againſt them, in the very language of rhe 
preſent times. We cannot poſſibly conceive what your Parliamenc 
can do now to remedy any of theſe miſeries;they humbly ſeek your 


royall conſeatin vaine; the offenders legally proceeded againit are 
defended from.them, yea thoſe that your Majeſty hath proclaimed 


ſuch; that is denied them which is-ycelded to every the lowelt court 
of Juſtice z they deſire nothing:more then your:-preſence and concur- 
rence , and we know if humble Pericions or loyall affeRions would 
procure it, there would not have been ſo long a diſtance. Neither is 


thereany viſible means lefr, but.cither give up our ſtates, liberties, 
lives & Religion to the diſpoſe of your too-long tryed ſecrer Coun- 


cel], and make your Majetites meere will the onely Law, and fo be- 


tray their Countrey,and the iruſt committed ro them z (which God ? 


forbid) or elſe defend us by the ſword. BE, 

And for us your people, what have wee done that we are made a 
common ſpoyle 2 Wovld:your Majeſty defire us perfidiouſly to be. 
tray them whom we have truſted*and deſert them that have beep ſo 
faichfull co us © and to kill them whom wee have choſen to ſave us 2 
and deſtroy thoſe who are our ſelves reprefentatively * Then ſhould 
we be the diſgrace ofthe Exegliſh Nation, the reproach of our poſte- 
ritie, the very ſhame of nacure, and ſhould preſently expe ſore 
ſtrange judgement of God, according to the ſtrangeneſle of our of- 
fence, Irs true, weare forced to take Antidotum comra Ceſarem;or ra- 
ther to ſave our throats from the violence of deſperateperſos about 
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or the Kingdome poſſibly judge any more able, impaitiall,and faith- | 
Full co adviſe You inthis, thea your Parliament © They medled not | 


You; But'webcſcech You call not this bearing Arms againſt You ; 
it-may be againſt yourwill;but ifany of your tow followers be more 
re/peRive of your royall authoricic eſtabliſhed by Law, more truely 
tcenderof yourperſonand hohour then weithen tet not God profpet 
our proceedings, but cauſe us ro fall before therngand give us up into 
their hands.. We are fallen upon by the cruell, and becauſe we will 
not dye quietly & without reſiſtance, we are accuſed as trayrors and 
enemies tQ your Majeſty. We beſeech yeur M*ji ſty,confider in the 
preſence of God, if your own Father & Kin; bad tunupon you with 
his drawne ſword, whether would You t ave ſuffered death without 
reſiſtance, or have taken the ſword'protempore out of his hand 2 and 
yet neither be averſeto his honour & perſon, or his propriety in his 
weapon. Dath not.nature teach us the preſervation of our ſelves 2 
will not the eyewinke without del:berationzand the {malleſt worme 
turne back, if you tread onit © And belide nature, we have frequenr 
preſidents in ſacred Writr, for even more then defenſive refiſtance of 
Tranfccndent Monarcke, i $47.14-44,45- 1 $4.23.11, 12. 2 King. 
1.10.12,13. 2 Chro.26.18.20. D4an.6.14.8c. But if all this were no- 
thing, yet we know your Majeſty hath paſſed an a forthe continu- 
ance of rhis Parliament : and ſurethart At muſt needs meane a Par- 
liament with its power and authoririe, and not the meere name and 
= carkaſſeof a Partiament; Its not onely that they ſhall ſtay together 
7 in Zonden,and doe nothing, or ao more then another Courr;but that 
they continue your chiefe Counſel], your chiefe Court, and have 
ſ le legiſlative power, which are your Parliaments peculiar proper- 
ties: And if your Majeſty ha:h enaRed the c 6: inuance of a reall Par- 
liament in:irs power, who ſeahnot that You have thereby joyned 
with chem your royail autbority,though nor your perſon? Doth not 
your Majeſty in your Expreſſes oft mention your ſelfe apart of the 
Parltament2and chat.the head without which the body cannor five? 


and is rhe Parliument va'id withour your euthoritie?therfore if your . 


M-jcſty may and have wicthdrawne from them your roya'tl authori. 
tie, hen you may and have broke your own Lawes ; which we dare 
not judge after ſo many ſolemne Prom ftations to mainraine and r#lc 
by the known Lawes: wherefore we hope your Majeſty — 
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diſcerne that we fight nor againſt You,but for your known eſtabliſhe 
authority in Parliament. And we hope your Majcſty will nor deny 
them to be your eftire Parliament , for is the Act recalld whereby 
they were eitabliſhed 2 if nor, how can they ceaſe tobe your Parlia- 
ment ? ncither let the faulr be 12id on part of them , for weall know 
the Major part bath the authority of the wholegand if it were the Mz» 
zor part, why did not, or doth not the Major over-yore them 2 And 
we beſeech your Majeſty blame us not to thinke Our Religion and all 
lyes at the ſtake, while we looke backby whar a traine Popery had 
been almoſt brought upon us by that party, and ſee them ſtill the 
chicfe in favour, and whenſo many Papiſts Ex2difh and forreigne art 
now ia Armes againſt us , and know no one Papilt in the Land chat 
isnot zealobis in the cauſe, Wonder not, Dread.Soveraigne, if wee 
hardly belceve thar thoſe come now to ſave us, who in 88. and the 
Powder Plotr, would fo cruelly have deſtroyed us : that Papiſts 
ſhould be moſt zealous in fighting for the Proreſtant Reltgion, and 
Delinqueats 4 proceeded againſt in Parliament , )ſhould ſtand for 
the-priviledges and Laws of the Parliament ; that oppreſling Mo- 
nopoliſts ſhould fight for the Subje&s liberties, ſeem all riddles and 
paradoxes tous. Blame us not, we befeech You, to feare,, while we 
ſee no contradiction appearero Mounſteur:de-Cheſnehis booke, fold 
openly for many yeares,not in-Purs onely, but in London,and read at 
Court, which records your Majeſties Letter tothe Pope,promiling 
to venture Crowne andall tounite us ro-Romeagaine, | 
_ " Dreaq Soveraizne, many. Pringes\have gotteaſtray.through ſtrength 
of temptation,andatrer;have.been-happyinrepentingand;:returning; 
Oh thar the Lord would make it your-cafe; and:gloritiehis mercy 
on You and us, in making knowne to You the thing concertungiour 
peace, and not his Juſtice in hardning You to deſtruQion:thatitimay 
never be read in our Chronicle by the generations to come, that Ex- 
zland hada Prince who. lived and dyediin fecking the deſolation of 
his peoplz, and the. Chnrch of Gad. Your Majeſty knoweth there 
is a King & a Judge above You; before whom You muſt very ſhort- 
ly ſtand and give account ef your Government; We'defire You in 
the preſence 6f that God, to thinke, and thinke ſeriouſly, and rthinke 
| againe 


againe how ſad it will be, to have all this bloud charged on your 
{oule ; Can your Majeſty thiake of this with comfort when You are 
dying 2 Can rheſe Counſellors tharnow put you on, then bringYol 
as ſafely off : Your Majeſty may deſpiſe what weſay, and caſt away 
our Perition, and tread downe your poore peoplt,and judge us your 
enemies, becayſe we tell you the truth, and ſpeake as dying men in 
the ſorrow of our ſoules ; but Youcannor ſo put by DivineJuſtice, 
or quiet confcience arthe laſt : Astrue as the Lord liverh,yvour Ma- 
ſtie will one day know that Blaſphemers, Papiſts,and flatcerers,ate 
not your friends, bur plaine dealers : Who doecaſſure You, the way 
You take, tends to the utterruine and deſtruion of your Selfe and 
Kinglome : And can your heart endure, or can your hands be ftrong in 
the day the Lord will reckon with You for Hi people commirred to 
your charge ? Oh ! ſuppoſe Younow heard the bloud of your peo- 
ple already ſpilr, crying in your eares, and ſaw the many thouſands 
yct living a life wor!e then death, lying in their ſorrows ar your feer, 
crying for pitty, help,oh King help, or we loſe our liberties, Lawes, 
lives and Religion ; help thar your Selfe and Royall poſteririe, be 
not Princes of aut impoveriſhed deſolate Nation : help as ever You 
' would have God helpYou in the day of death and judgement, when 
your Selfe ſhall cry for helpe and pitrie; help that deliverance come 
not ſome other way,whileYou & your Fathers houſe are deſtroyed. 
The Lord God of our hopes, who hath for our ſinnes moſt juſtly af- 
- Aictedus in You, give your Majeſty adiſcerning eye,a holy and cen- 
der heart, to yecld ro the Petitionof your diſtrefſed Subjects, To re- 
turne t0 and concurre with your Parliament, that God and man may for- 
-getyour miſtakings, and You may be the bleſſedeſt Prince thatever 
reigned in our Land, the terrour of your reall enemies, the joy of 
your people, and the glory of poſteririe ; Such ſhall be the daily and 
heartie prayers of | 


Tour MajzSTIzs loyall ( how ever effee- 
med ) Subjetts, &c. 
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